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COPY OF 

A MEMORIAL addressed by The Honourable and Very Reverend Thomas 
Plunket, Dean of Down, to His Excellency Richard Marquess Wellesley, 
Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland, in Council. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY RICHARD MARQUESS WELLESLEY, LORD 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, 

IN COUNCIL. 

* 

THE MEMORIAL of The Honourable and Very Reverend Thomas •Plunket, 
Dean of Down, 

Sheweth, 

THAT by an Act of Parliament made in the 3d and 4th year of His Majesty 
King William the Fourth, intituled, An Act to alter and amend the Laws 
relating to the Temporalities of*the Church in Ireland^' the Lord Lieutenant and 
Privy Council of Ireland are empowered, in the case of the Deaneries of Down 
and Raphoe, when and as they may so think fit, and in the case of every other 
Deanery and Dignity, when the same shall be void, to disappropriate, disunite and 
divest any Rectory, Vicarage, Tithes or portions of Tithes from the said Deaneries 
and Dignities, and to unite same to the Vicarage and Perpetual or other Curacies 
of such parishes respectively as in said Act particularly mentioned. 

That this enactment was made in supposed conformity to the recommendation 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Inquiry. 

That these Commissioners themselves in their Report stated their deficiency of 
local information, and suggested the necessity of more accurately attaining same, 
before a final determination should be had in each particular case. 

That the case of the Deanery of Down fully evinces the prudence and pro- 
priety of this suggestion of the Commissioners; and therefore Memorialist is humbly 
desirous of submitting to Your Excellency in Council such information respecting 
this Deanery as may supply the deficiency felt by the Commissioners, and enable 
Your Excellency in Council to decide finally on the suggestions of these Commis- 
sioners ill relation to the Deanery. 

That Memorialist, with this view, begs leave, first, to present a Statement of the 
Income of the Deanery as it now is, with its several Liabilities and Outgoings; 
secondly, as it will be to the next and future Incumbents, supposing no clisajipro- 
priatiou of its component parts to be made ; thirdly, •the Income and Liabilities of 
the present Dean of Down, if the recommendations of the Commissioners shall 
be carried into effect ; and lastly, the Income and Liabilities of the Successors of 
the present Dean under such circumstances, and also the Incomes of the several 
Perpetual Curates in the parishes composing the Corps of the Deanery as they now 
stand, and also as they will stand if the recommendations of the Commissioners 
shall be adopted. 

And, first, the gross Annual Value of the entire Deanery is now ascertained to be 
£.2,827, 13* 8- consisting of Tithe Composition, Rent and the Value of one 
trifling Glebe, as folloivs : — 

£. s. d. 

Tithe Composition of Parish of Down - - 1,078 1 1 3 

Ditto - - Bailee - - 491 14 3 

Ditto - ■ Ballyculter - 259 2 6 

Ditto - - Bright - - 468 5 8 

Ditto - - Saul - - 358 .18 3 h 

Ditto - - Tyrella - - 164 15 9 

£. 2,821 7 8i 

Rent of Glebe, Parish of Down . - - 6 6 _ 



£.i 2,827 13 8J 
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From this gross amount the present Dean is subject to an animal deduction 
£. 1,099. 12. 5. consisting of the following Items : — ' 




To the Dean and Chapter, for the support of the*! 
Cathedral, pursuant to Stat, 30 Geo. Ill, c.43-/! 

To the Preachers’ Fund 

For Proxies, Exhibits, and Visitation Fees 

For Quit Rent 

For Diocesan Schoolmaster - - - . 

For Parish Schoolmasters - - - . 

For a licensed Curate - - . - . 

To the Chaplain of the Cathedral - - - 

For a Residence, there being no Glebe-house 
For expense of Collection and Management, af 

* 5 per cent. 

Deduction for Landlord, at 15 per cent. - 



1,099 ^2 5 

Which will leave the present Dean’s Net Income tmm his Deanery, sunnnsin„ u, 
entire to be collected without loss, £.1,728. 1. 3. * HF g tnc 

The Dean’s Successor being liable to the Tax' imposed on Benefices bv the recent 
SWute, his Income will be £. 1.304 18. 3. subject to losses ; and in the event of 
a Church being built m the parish of Tyrella, as recommended by the Commis. 
sionerS’ the Dean would be charged £.75. per annum for a Curate, which would” 
reduce the present Deans Income to £.1,653.,. 3 - and that of his Successors to 
k’’ “■ 'I “ no' an Income too great for the support 

of this Deanery, when it is recollected that the present Dean was preferred from 
the parish of Dromore, ivorth £ 1,200 per annum, to the Deanery of Down and 
that for such preferment he paid Fees and Expenses amounting to £.255 8 , 
It may no here be amrss to mention, that the Deanery of Rnphoe, even if re'duceri 
ccording to the recommendations of the Commissioners, will retain £. i 500 per 
annum, with a good House ; the Deaoery of Derrv will retain £. 2,057. 7 „5th 
a good House : the Archdeaconry of Meath will retain £. ,,600 ayeal^wUh ledod 
House; and the Archdeaconry of Down will have £, 1,023. to per annum with 
an excellent House and Glebe of 22 acres. ’’ annum, with 

That thp recomnnendation of the Commissioners, in relation to the Deanerv of 
Down, was, that the Rectory of Down only should form its Corps. Supnosing S hi 

comnosed of Hoan would he £. ^,084® 17. 3. 

composed of the Composiuon for Tithes £.,,078. ii. 3. and the Glebe Rent 

am^lTi'nv Charges, 

amounting to £. 723. o. 4. composed of the following Items 

To the Dean and Chapter, for the Cathedral - 
Curate s Salary - - _ . . 

Chaplain to Cathedral - - - . ^ 

Quit Rent - • - 

Diocesan Schoolmaster - - _ - . 

Parish Schoolmaster - - - 1 ! 

For Rent of Residence, there being no Glebe-house 
iixpenses of Collection, at 5 per cent. 

Deduction for Landlord, at 15 per cent - 



£. 


s. 


d. 


276 


18 


5h 


100 


_ 


- 


10 


- 


- 


7 


9 


4 i 


6 




-• 


2 


- 


- 


105 


- 


- 


53 


18 


6 


i6i 


14 


- 


723 


_ 


4 



Dean £ 561 16,1' would leave the Income of the present 

which cannot be'nscert“^''‘'d J "1“ ™ “d exclusive of Visitation Fees, 

TriSlnlr. ‘'’c Successor, being liable to the 

a resu wwr, > l6- 1 1- i 

when makinv their Re supposed the Commissioners contemplated 

made “erremsk r^hir ‘'a* ^ ■''’““bared that since that KepoR was 

Legislative Enactmem and Preferments by 

o ttments, and that the Lill now m progress in The House of Corn- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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mons would induce a future charge of at least £.282. 2. i 
Deanery. 

The recommendation, however, proceeds further, — thai 
of the parishes of Bailee, Bright, Ballyculter and Saul, 
of those jiarishes respectively : Memorialist proceeds there 
Excellency in Council the Income which each Curate woi 
which will be found as follows: — - 

Bailee, present Income of Curate 
Additional Income (now the Dean’s) 


jpon the Income of the 

L the Perpetual Curates 
should become Rectors 
fore to submit to Your 
lid thereupon have, and 

£. s. d, 

107 - - 
49* *4 3 


f. 


598 14 3 


Bright, present Income - . - - - 

Additional Income (now the Dean’s) 


115 - “ 

468 5 8 


£. 


583 5 8 


Ballyculter, present Income - - - - i 

Additional Income (now the Dean’s) 


1 16 - “ 

259 2 6 


£. 


375 2 6 


Saul, present Income - - . - - 

Additional Income (now tlie Deai^s) 


112 - - 

358 »8 3J g 


£. 


470 18 3i 



In addition to which Incomes respectively the Curates of Bailee, Ballyculter, and 
Saul, have each of them a good House, and from six to seven acres of Glebe. 

Memorialist begs leave further to submit to Your Excellency in Council, that the 
appointment of Memorialist to the Deanery of Down was entirely unconditional, 
and that when Memorialist gave his consent, as stated in the 124th section of the 
Irish Church Temporalities Bill, it was not upon the supposition that the sugges- 
tions of the Commissioners of Inquiry were to be adopted, but merely a submission 
on his part, that the Deanery should, notwithstanding his Incumbency, be dealt with 
• in the same manner as if it were now actually vacant ; and Your Memorialist 
submits to Your Excellency in Council, whether, if the Deanery were now vacant, 
it would be expedient to reduce its present Income, under all the circumstances 
hereinbefore set forth. 

That Memorialist is most anxious to be relieved from the uncertainly In which 
he is at present placed, with respect to the prospects of himself and his family. 

May it therefore please Your Excellency to order that the subject 
may be taken into consideration as speedily as may to Your Excellency 
and the Council seem expedient, and that the Statement contained in 
this Memorial may at the same time be considered, and that Memonalist 
may be heard by his Counsel, if necessary ; and that thereupon Your 
Excellency in Council will make such Order therein as to the wisdom 
of Your Excellency in Council shall seem meet, for the due support 
* and maintenance of the Deanery of Down. 




(True Copy.) 

John Ebbs, Dep. Clk, Co'. 
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